
 

Parent Hand book

I wil l seek understanding. 

I wil l respect myself and others. 

I wil l take action to help my community.
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R i v e r s t o n e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  
P a r e n t  H a n d b o o k  

 

Our Mission & Expectations of Parents 
The mission of Riverstone International School is to inspire courageous journeys of academic 

and personal exploration that enable our students to lead purposeful lives. 

  

As a school, we have made a commitment to offering our students an educational experience 

that provides outstanding academic preparation plus additional experiences that shape 

students’ understanding of themselves and the world. These experiences center around our 

Five Pillars of Academic Excellence, Community and Service, Leadership by Example, 

International Understanding, and Outdoor Education. We also are committed to creating an 

environment of respect and trust between students, teachers, administrative staff, and parents. 

  

A student’s time at Riverstone will be a wonderful period of individual growth. It is our goal 

that each student graduates prepared for the opportunities ahead of them. Our staff ensures 

that students are given the tools that are necessary to lead a purposeful and rewarding life; we 

ask that students use those tools to the best of their abilities. Students should view teachers as 

role models and mentors and see them as guides on their journey. We encourage students to 

take responsibility for their actions, both inside and outside of the classroom, which means that 

students learn to advocate for themselves and their education; a skill that more than any other 

leads to success in college and life. 

 

While Riverstone has grown into an international school with a globally-focused curriculum and 

expanding international population, we also remain firmly grounded in our roots as a 

community school. Individuals bring amazing talents, commitment and life experiences to our 

community but the power to radically change lives comes as a result of the collective spirit 

from our staff, students, Board of Trustees, and parents. As school partners, parents serve as 

room parents, assist in the classrooms, tutor students, chaperone field trips, help with campus 

beautification, mentor students, assist from the home, coach athletic teams, lead outdoor trips, 

and more. We truly appreciate your involvement and support. 
 

The following information is meant to act as a guideline and not supersede Riverstone 

International School policies. Individuals who choose to work or enroll their children at our 

school must realize that our success depends on all of us working together to make our school 

the best community it can be. 
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Our Guiding Principles 
Riverstone students are expected to participate in all phases of school life. While inside and 
outside of school, students are expected to adhere to our Guiding Principles that are based on 
the IB Learner Profile: 

• I will seek understanding 
• I will respect myself and others 
• I will take action to help my community 

 

These three principles will help students to develop into and demonstrate the characteristics of 
the IB learner profile: 

• An Inquirer  
• Knowledgeable 
• A Thinker/Global Thinker 
• A Communicator 
• Principled 
• Open-Minded 
• Caring 
• A Risk Taker/Courageous 
• Balanced 
• Reflective  
• Inquirer 

  

I m p o r t a n t  L i n k s  
School website: www.riverstoneschool.org  

 

SchoolAdmin (enrollment management): http://riverstoneschool.schooladminonline.com  
 

Managebac: http://riverstone.managebac.com 
 

Life’s Kitchen: http://lifeskitchen.h1.hotlunchonline.net (Riverstone code 211-930)  

 

Contact Us 
Mailing Address: 

5521 Warm Springs Ave 

Boise, ID 83716 

 

School Phone: (208) 424-5000 

 

FAX: (208) 424-0033  



Riverstone International School Parent Handbook Revised Oct 2016 
Page 3 of 28 

O u r  S c h o o l  D a y  
Hours 

Division Hours 
Elementary School  

   Preschool – Gr 5 

 

8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Students should not arrive at school before 

8:15 AM, as teachers need this time to 

prepare for class, and supervision is not 

available.  

Middle School 

   Gr 6-9 

 

8:30 AM – 3:20 PM 

High School 

   Gr 10-12 

8:30 AM – 3:05 PM 

  

Bus Schedule The bus arrives on campus at 8:15 AM. 

  

Before- and After-School 
The Elementary School Before- and After-School Care program is a service provided to 

Elementary School parents, faculty, and staff to help accommodate their work schedules. 

Licensed childcare workers supervise all children; the safety of the children is paramount. Only 

children paying for the service are permitted to be in the childcare classroom. Please note that 

enrollment agreements must be signed prior to a student utilizing Before- or After-School 

Care. 

  

The Elementary School Before-School Care is available Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 8:15 

AM at a cost of $3 per session. After-School Care is available Monday - Friday from 3:30 PM - 

6:00 PM at a cost of $6 per session. 
  
For increased safety of our staff and students: 

• The Elementary School front doors will be locked at 4:00 PM each day. Parents picking 

their children up from After-Care should proceed directly to Room 16 along the west 

side of the Elementary School. Elementary students in After-School Activities will be 

brought out to the front of the Elementary School by their instructor to meet parents. 

• The Middle and High School buildings will be open at 8:00 AM and locked at 4:00 PM 

each day. Monday through Thursday, students may be in the gym foyer for study hall 
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until 6:00 PM or in classrooms under the supervision of teachers, coaches, or advisors 

for scheduled and supervised activities. Supervised study hall for Gr 6-12 is not offered 

on Fridays; students should be picked up by 4:00 PM unless participating in a school-

supervised activity. The supervised study hall program ends following the completion of 

school athletic seasons, typically early May. 
  

Before- and After-School Activities 
Students may take part in regularly scheduled Before- and After-School Activities. Information 

will be provided to parents through the school newsletter. 
  

Attendance 
Our experience has shown that attending classes daily is one of the most important factors of 
being a successful student in the IB programmes. Students should arrive on time with all the 
necessary supplies and be prepared to participate. If a student has repeated absences or 
tardies, the Division Director will work closely with the student and his or her parents to rectify 
the problem. 

• Parents must notify the school if students will be absent. Middle and High School 
parents may send excusals via ManageBac at riverstone.managebac.com. 

• Parents must sign students in who are arriving late or sign out students who are 
leaving prior to the end of the school day (see Lunch section for exceptions). 
Elementary parents should use the sign out sheets that are located by the 
Elementary School Director’s office and Middle and High School students should 
sign out by the Administrative Assistant’s office in the Middle School. 

 

Illness  
For the protection of your child’s classmates and our staff, if any of the following signs or 
symptoms is present, please keep your child at home for at least 24 hours after the last sign of 
symptoms. 

• Elevated temperature (100.0° or higher) •   Nausea/vomiting 
• Diarrhea     •   Unexplained rash 
• Persistent headache   •   Wheezing 
• Inflamed/sore throat   •   Earache 

 
When a student has a communicable disease, it must be reported to the school at once. 
Communicable diseases include: Chicken Pox, Head Lice, Impetigo, Pink Eye/Conjunctivitis, 
Ringworm, Scabies, Scarlet Fever, Strep Throat or Fifth Disease.  
 
When the school becomes aware of students having been exposed to a communicable 
disease, the school will make every effort to contact families of the exposed students. 
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If a child becomes ill at school, or has any of the above symptoms, parents will be contacted in 
order to take their child home. 
 

Lunch 
Riverstone does not have a lunch facility; however the school offers an optional lunch program 
for which students may sign up in advance to receive a prepared lunch. This program is 
reviewed yearly. 
 
Parents may order online from Life’s Kitchen using school code 211-930. Elementary School 
students may sign up to have a small carton of milk provided every day at lunchtime through 
SchoolAdmin. 
 

Closed Campus 
Riverstone is a closed campus during the school day.  

• Students from Preschool through Gr 9 cannot leave campus at any time without 
parental and school consent. Parents must sign students in and out by the 
appropriate Division Director’s office.  

• Students in Gr 10 may leave campus on foot or bicycle for lunch only.  
• Students in Gr 11 and 12 may drive off campus for lunch only following all applicable 

Idaho driving laws.  
 

Peanut and Other Food Allergies 
Riverstone takes the safety of students very seriously. If your student has an allergy, it is critical 
that the school is notified in the SchoolAdmin system during enrollment and re-enrollment. 
Parents should also contact the appropriate front desk at the Elementary School for Elementary 
students and by the front desk at the Middle School for Middle and High School students.  
 
Riverstone cannot guarantee that the campus is peanut-, gluten-, or any other allergen-
free.  
 

Illegal and Inappropriate Substances 
Riverstone International School is a tobacco-free and drug-free campus. These substances may 
not be used on campus or at any time that students are under the school’s supervision. 
 

Weapons 
Firearms and other deadly weapons of all types are strictly prohibited on school grounds at all 
times unless carried by a law enforcement officer while acting in an official capacity. 
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Cell Phones 
With the teacher’s permission, a student may use their telephone's planner, Evernote, or similar 

program as an electronic planner/organizer during homeroom or at times the teacher asks 

students to make notes about a homework assignment or other due date. Parents should 

contact an administrative staff member if a student needs to be contacted during class times.  

 

Animals on Campus 
Students, staff, and families must not allow their personal pets on the school grounds during 
school hours. 
 

School Cancellation 
Winter weather 
Riverstone follows the Boise School District in deciding to cancel school due to winter weather.  

• Riverstone will be closed if the Boise School District closes district wide.  
• The Boise School District also announces such closures on their website at 

http://www.boiseschools.org/emergency/index.html.  
• In cases where only certain schools in the Boise School District are closed, 

Riverstone’s administration will decide whether to cancel school on a case-by-
case basis.  

• Parents may check the school calendar at www.riverstoneschool.org or 
Riverstone Facebook page for school closure announcements.  

• An all-school email and text will be sent to parents, generally by 6:30 AM.  
• Knowing that parents and students are coming to Riverstone from near and far, 

parents may choose to delay their arrival time given road conditions. Please 
contact the school if you anticipate being significantly delayed. 

 
General cancellations 
The school follows the above notification procedure (email, text, school calendar, and 
Facebook post) in other situations in which school is unexpectedly closed.   
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Bus Service 

• Riverstone International School provides an optional, fee-based bus service.  
• Routes are determined yearly based on parent interest and school resources. 
• Students who ride the bus are expected to follow all rules and regulations that apply 

to on-campus activities.  
 

Drop off and Pick up in Riverstone Parking Lots 
In order to facilitate safe and efficient traffic flows, please use the following routes and 

procedures unless directed otherwise by a Riverstone faculty member or administrator.  

• Elementary School parents should enter the campus from Warm Springs Avenue, 
turn left towards the Elementary School Building, and park in designated spots.  

• Middle and High School students and parents should utilize the Kennedy 
Gymnasium parking lot. If you are dropping off students, please enter and exit onto 
Lysted Road. 

• All drivers should be vigilant about Greenbelt users. 
• Visitors should park in the Elementary School parking lot. 
• Handicapped parking spots are marked. 
• Please honor the reserved parking that is identified for our Parents’ Association 

president, Admissions guests, and Auction-winning bidders. 
 

We also ask that drivers refrain from using cell phones while on campus, drive slowly, and park 
only in designated parking spaces. 

 

Student Parking 
All students should park in the Gymnasium parking lot. 

 

Parent Drivers on Trips 
• Parents may not transport students in their own vehicles without the approval of the 

Head of School and/or Business Director.  
• All volunteer drivers must provide the school with copies of their driver’s license and 

proof of insurance.  
• Any incidents or claims must be reported to the Business Office immediately. 
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S c h o o l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
 

Communication Among the School Community 
With specific issues about their children, parents should contact school staff members in the 
following manner: 

 
Parent with Classroom Concerns 
• Parents with a specific concern about a classroom-related issue with their child 

should discuss the concern directly with the classroom teacher first. 
• If an issue remains unresolved, both the staff member and Division 

Director/immediate supervisor should jointly meet with the parent. 
• If the issue remains unresolved still, the Director and Head of School should meet 

with the parent. 
 

Parent with General School Concerns 
• If a parent has an issue that is not instruction or classroom management 

related, they should communicate with the appropriate Director.  
• If the issue remains unresolved still, the staff member, Director, and Head of School 

should meet with the parent. 
 
• If a parent has a concern about a staff member, they should discuss the issue with 

the staff member first. 
• If an issue remains unresolved, both the staff member and appropriate Director 

should jointly meet with the parent. 
• If the issue remains unresolved still, the staff member, appropriate Director, and 

Head of School should meet with the parent. 
 

Rumors 
• The passing of inaccurate information about Riverstone or individuals within the 

school community can result in personal and professional damage.  
• If one hears rumors from an unofficial source, it is extremely important that he or she 

reports this to the school immediately.  
• It is the responsibility of each member of the Riverstone International School 

community to ensure that information is accurate and clearly communicated. 
 

Parents and the Board of Trustees 
Riverstone International School is governed by a Board of Trustees, which operates according 
to the policies and rules of governance established in the school’s By-Laws and Articles of 
Incorporation. The Board of Trustees sets policy for the school, hires and supports the Head of 
School, holds fiduciary responsibility for the long-term viability of the school, and helps plan 
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strategically for the school’s success. Parents wishing to assist the Board through participation 
on board committees should contact the Head of School.  
 
The Board of Trustees of Riverstone International School is not an appellate Board and will not 
become involved in issues where the Head has made a final decision (from Best Practices 
outlined in the NAIS Trustees Handbook). 
 

General School Communication 
The school utilizes multiple methods of communication between the school and parents, 
predominantly digital. As a result, it is critical that parents provide up to date email addresses 
to the school.  
 
School e-Newsletter 
Our weekly e-newsletter is our primary all-school notification that includes notices for 
upcoming events, student activities and accomplishments, and deadlines and downloadable 
forms. The newsletter is currently sent on Thursdays.  

 
Email 
Staff members communicate primarily through ManageBac and/or individual emails.  

• All emails to and from teachers should utilize school email addresses. Email 
addresses for staff members may be found on the school website.  

• The school maintains group email lists by class or grade that staff and room parents 
may utilize to communicate regarding school business. These lists are for official 
school business only. 

• Students will be assigned Riverstone email addresses. 
• Teachers typically use email to notify parents of future events or needs. 
• Elementary School blogs (see below) highlight daily activities within and outside of 

the classroom. 
 

Text Message 
The school utilizes BrightArrow, a text service, to send mass texts as needed. Typically, 
information that is time-sensitive is sent via text, such school cancellations, bus service delays, 
and outdoor activity return timeframes.   

 
SchoolAdmin 
The school uses SchoolAdmin, an online software tool, to manage inquiries, applications, 
enrollment contracts, contact information, and required school forms and immunization 
records. Parents create and maintain their own logins to this system. 
 
ManageBac 
The school uses ManageBac, an online tool for planning, assessment, and reporting for 
International Baccalaureate programs.  
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• The school establishes accounts for students and parents. Parents will receive an 
email invitation to create their own login after the account is established. 

• Semester report cards are posted on ManageBac for all students. 
• In the Middle and High School, students check ManageBac daily for classroom 

assignments, resources, messages from teachers, and feedback from teachers. 
Parents should view their student’s information regularly. 

 
School Website   
Riverstone’s website is a source of information for the Riverstone community as well as 
prospective families.  

 
Social Media 
Riverstone International School utilizes social media to celebrate our school community, 
including blogs, Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.  

• Please see our policy regarding identifying students below. 
• Parents are welcome to share school social media posts onto their private channels 

but should not post photos from school activities that include children other than 
their own on social media pages without explicit permission from the other children’s 
parents.  

• Teachers are to refrain from “friending” or “following” students on any social media 
channel. 

 
Riverstone Blog and Elementary School Class Blogs 
The school also posts stories and photos to the Riverstone Blog on the school website. The 
blog is viewed by current and prospective parents and demonstrates the wonderful variety of 
projects, activities and accomplishments of our students. The blog demonstrates the difference 
between rhetoric and our Riverstone reality. Unless published in another public source 
(newspaper, television, press release, etc.) and approved by the parents’ of the student, 
Riverstone does not identify individual student names with photos. 

 
The Elementary School teachers maintain classroom blogs. At the beginning of the school year, 
parents are invited to subscribe to their student’s classroom blog. 

 
Public Identification of Students in Photographs 
Student safety and privacy is our primary concern. In all communications (e-newsletter, social 
media, emails, etc.), students are referred to using a first name, last initial basis unless 
previously published in another public source (newspaper, television, press release, etc.) and 
approved by the parents’ of the student.  

 
Change of Address, Emails Addresses, and/or Telephone Numbers 
Please contact the school as soon as possible with new contact information. 
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S t u d e n t  L i f e  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Attire 
As an International Baccalaureate World School, Riverstone places a high level of importance 
on international understanding and cultural sensitivity.  

• Students and staff should dress in a respectful manner that would not be considered 
offensive to other members of the community. 

• Parents will be notified and asked for assistance if their student’s clothing is deemed 
inappropriate for the school environment. 

 

School Counselor 
Riverstone provides a school counselor, available to all students, to help with any issues that 
may arise. Students may schedule an appointment by contacting any staff member.  
 

Field Trips 
Field trips take place throughout the year to reinforce curricular goals and to provide hands-on 
and experiential learning opportunities for students. Most field trips are addressed in the 
school’s Field Trip Permission Slip, but others might require that parents sign an additional 
permission slip. The cost of most field trips is covered in our annual tuition and fees; for others, 
a payment may be requested to cover a ticket or entrance fee. 

 

Elementary School Student Birthdays  
• On a child’s birthday, parents are welcome to bring fruit, vegetables, muffins, or a 

healthy snack to school to share with classmates and teachers. Parents should 
consider a non-food treat as an alternative. (See more information in the following 
section on Healthy Food or Non-Food Treats/Snacks.) 

• A child’s teacher should be notified of any planned refreshments well in advance.  
• The school asks that parents not send party favors. 
• For birthday parties at home, the school suggests that parents include either all of 

the class (not grade) or all members of one gender.  
• Invitations and thank you notes should be mailed and should not be distributed at 

the school. This policy exists so that children will not be made to feel excluded. 
 

Healthy Food or Non-Food Treats/Snacks 
Parents planning parties or bringing in treats for special events need to check with the 
classroom teacher if there are allergies to consider and also inform the teacher in advance of 
bringing in treats. 
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• Parents are encouraged to provide foods that are healthy and nutritious or consider 
providing non-food treats such as pencils, erasers, or mini-note pads.  

• Ideas for healthy food options include fruit, vegetables and dip, whole grain crackers, 
cheese, or yogurt. Water, milk, and 100% fruit juices are healthy beverage options. A 
source of healthy options may be found at http://snacksafely.com/snacklist.pdf.  

 
Parents who have children with allergies or special dietary considerations are asked to provide 
the classroom teacher with a selection of appropriate treats in a Ziploc bag with their child’s 
name. These treats will be served as a safe alternative during classroom parties or celebrations.  
 
Please note that these are recommendations and we rely on parents to make the final 
judgment for their student.  
 

Visiting Riverstone 
With exception of applicants visiting for their student-visit day, all visitors to the school, 
including parents, guest speakers, alumni, and community members, must check-in and obtain 
a visitors badge at either the Elementary School or Middle School front desks. Badges should 
be returned and visitors check out at the end of the visit. 
 
All student-visitors to the school must check in with the Director of Enrollment Management 
and Administration.  
 
Other full day visits by parents, other students, and other members of the community may be 
requested. Please contact the Director of Enrollment Management and Administration to 
request a visit day. 
 

Student Activities & Athletics 
Extracurricular school-sponsored activities for the purpose of building community are offered in 
the Middle and High School, such as dances, trips to the corn maze, movie night, etc. Students 
attending these activities typically require a parent-signed waiver of liability prior to 
participation. 
 
In the Middle and High School, Riverstone offers extracurricular athletic and academic 
activities.  Information about extracurricular and athletic opportunities will appear in the school 
newsletter and are shared with students in assemblies. 
 
Currently, the school has teams for Middle and High School students including co-ed soccer, 
girls volleyball, boys and girls basketball, orienteering, and a ski/snowboard team. Riverstone 
students may participate in athletic teams for their home-based public school in sports other 
than volleyball and basketball. Contact the Athletic Director for more information. 
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Optional Summer Travel Opportunities 
On a year-by-year basis, Riverstone may offer its students the opportunity to travel in the 
summer months to both national and international locations. Families will be notified of these 
opportunities during the school year.  These programs will be at additional costs to the 
student. 
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O u r  F i v e  P i l l a r s  
Engagement Across the Five Pillars 
What makes Riverstone special is that we engage our students across our Five Pillars of 

Academic Excellence, Community & Service, Leadership by Example, International 

Understanding, and Outdoor Education.  

 

These are important opportunities for personal growth and students are encouraged to find 

their passions and connect to their community. The staff at Riverstone should be used as a 

resource to enable students to pursue their interests beyond Riverstone’s classroom.  

 

*Academic Excellence* 
What does Academic Excellence mean? 
At Riverstone International School, every student arrives with his or her individual knowledge, 
strengths, and needs, and will be challenged and supported accordingly.  
 
By creating a shared expectation between students and school to strive for personal growth 
and academic excellence, students develop into independent thinkers whose curiosity, 
creativity, and commitment enable life-long success. 
 

Curriculum 
The school follows the philosophies set forth by the International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP), and the Diploma Programme (DP). 
Curriculum review is an ongoing process and is integral to the school’s commitment to provide 
the highest quality and most relevant education possible. To learn more about the 
International Baccalaureate Programmes, visit ibo.org. 
 

Homework 
Purposeful, relevant and effective homework is a valuable part of a rigorous International 
Baccalaureate education at Riverstone International School. Riverstone believes that effective 
homework is a contributor to the development of strong students who love to learn.  In 
addition to being purposeful, relevant and effective, homework should be “doable” without 
help, interesting, and limited in the time allotted to any given assignment. 
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Final Exams 
In the Middle and High Schools, final exams are given at the end of each semester.  
 

Semester Assessments and Grades 
• Each IB program (PYP, MYP, or DP) has assessment requirements/expectations 

appropriate to their specific program.  
• No letter grades are given at the Elementary School level.  
• Gr 6-8 students receive IB scoring assessment levels at the end of each semester.   
• Students in Gr 9-12 receive IB scoring assessment levels at the end of each semester 

that are translated to letter grades for purposes of college transcripts. 
• College transcripts are confidential and will only be shared with the student and 

parent. 
• With parent and student permission, these transcripts will be made available to other 

approved programs and schools. 
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences!
Parents are strongly encouraged to make every effort to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences in 
order to have a clear understanding of your student’s progress.  

• Conferences are held once per semester. 
• Sign-ups for conference times are done via Google doc; a link will be shared in 

advance of the conference dates. 
• Given the amount of time needed to prepare, teachers are not able to meet in 

advance of the conference dates. 
• There is no school during Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
• In the Middle and High School, students are required to attend our Middle and High 

School Day of Service, which is held during the Thursday morning of each 
conference session. On this day, students work with their advisory group to help 
organizations in the Treasure Valley.  

 

Student Workload Management & Honesty 
In the Elementary School, teachers are responsible for ensuring a reasonable, age appropriate 

workload for students. 
 

In the Middle and High School, we have chosen ManageBac as the system that will help our 

students to understand their workload and to monitor their progress.  

 

While our faculty will do everything possible to help students grow, we expect that this will be 

a partnership and that students will accept ever-increasing responsibility for their work. 
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Students are responsible for meeting the deadlines set by their teachers and for meeting the 

expectations of Riverstone’s academic standards. This includes making sure that assignments 

are turned in on time, and that students communicate any concerns to teachers immediately. 
 
Included in this focus on preparing students for their next steps, Riverstone takes intellectual 
property rights very seriously. We use Turn-It-In as a way to ensure that students’ work is their 
own. If a student is suspected of plagiarism, Riverstone will investigate the situation 
immediately. 
 

Computer Requirements & Usage 
Elementary School 
The Elementary School has mobile carts equipped with laptops and iPads that classes share 

and students use under the direction of their teachers. The laptops and iPads are to remain at 

school. 

 

Middle and High School 
In Gr 6-8, each student is required to bring a charged computer or tablet to school daily. In Gr 

9-12, each student is required to bring a charged computer to school daily.  

 

Computers and tablets must be able to connect to the Internet, save files in PDF format, and 

upload files to ManageBac. In addition, we ask students in Gr 9-12 to purchase and use 

Microsoft Excel as the primary spreadsheet creation software for math and science.  

 

Due to the quickly changing nature of the Internet and social media, Riverstone’s technology 

usage policy is based on its Guiding Principles. Students are expected to act responsibly and 

respectfully at all times. 

• Teachers may allow students to utilize their computers/tablets for class work. 
• Students are expected to keep computers/tablets powered off when requested. 
• Students are prohibited from downloading inappropriate material or material that is in 

potential violation of the law. 
• The school is not responsible for students’ computers/tablets. 
• Neither the school nor its employees can be held responsible for monitoring all activity 

on social media. We are mandated to report inappropriate or concerning activity. 
 

Standardized Testing 
While Riverstone is not required to administer standardized tests, the school believes that 
some tests can provide insights into our curriculum, our students’ progress, and how Riverstone 
students compare to various state, national, and international achievement levels.  
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Testing 
Riverstone administers IB Diploma exams to seniors annually each May. 

*Community & Service* 
What does Community & Service mean? 
Riverstone International School is a diverse community of parents, students and staff that 

challenge and support one another while learning, sharing, exploring and serving together. 

Individual passions, interests, and cultures combine to create a connected community that 

supports and serves the mission of the school as well as our local and global communities. 
  
Building Community 
There are many ways that we build community amongst students, staff, and parents.  

• All-school events (Convocation on the first day of school, State of the School Address, 
Variety Show, Graduation, End of School Celebration, etc.) 

• Parents’ Association events (BooHoo Yahoo Back to School Coffee, Fall Carnival, staff 
appreciation events, monthly PA meetings etc.) 

• Student performances (Friday Morning Music, special events, theatre arts shows, visual 
art shows, Riverstone LIVE! musical performances, etc.)  

• Annual Auction 
• Athletics 
• Service events in the community 

Grade& Measurement& What&
Gr 3,5,7 International Standards Assessments (ISA) The ISA assessment program is designed for 

students in international schools whose 
language of instruction is English. See more 
info and the list of participating schools at 
(http://www.acer.edu.au/tests/isa). 

Gr 9 International Standards Assessments (ISA); 
Practice Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test 
(PSAT) 

See above. 

Gr 10 Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT) 
International Standards Assessment in Science 

The PSAT in Gr 10 is given as a practice test. 

Gr 11 Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT) 
 

National merit qualifying year. 

Gr 11 & 
12 

Standardized Achievement Test (SAT) and (ACT) Both are intended to measure a student’s 
readiness for college; students take the 
appropriate test for the colleges they are 
applying to on their own schedules. 
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Elementary School Community 
• Assemblies and Celebrations of Diversity 
• Music concerts 
• Classroom buddies 
• Outdoor education 

 
Middle and High School 

• Advisory groups: multi-age groups that are named after Idaho rivers and led by two 
teachers. Groups meet for fun, team-building activities throughout the school year. 

• Middle School homerooms for Gr 6-9: the homeroom class meets daily for 15 minutes 
at the end of each school day to aid students in developing organizational skills, build 
community, and address grade level concerns. 

• Outdoor Education 
  
Service 
On an all-school basis, Riverstone has long been an active supporter of Rake Up Boise. 

 
Students are encouraged to find ways of assisting and connecting to the community that 
involve time and talent versus collections or sales of items. 

• Elementary School classes tie service learning into their Units of Inquiry, typically once 
per year. For example, Gr 2 students held a health fair for parents and other students as 
they completed their Unit of Inquiry focusing on the human body. 

• Middle and High School students jointly participate in our Middle and High School 
Days of Service that occur on the first day of Parent Teacher conferences each 
semester. Students assist organizations in the community, working within their advisory 
groups. 

• In the Middle School, students may link service to a classroom unit as well. In Gr 11 and 
12, students are required to conduct personal service as part of their Creativity, Action 
and Service componet of the Diploma Programme. 

*Leadership by Example* 
What does Leadership by Example mean? 
At Riverstone, we value leadership. For some, this leadership may manifest itself in extroverted 

ways that inspire and influence those around them. For others, this leadership may be 

exhibited through the examples they set in how they lead their lives and conduct themselves. 

For many, leadership may be some combination of both of these.   
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Regardless, Riverstone students are presented with many opportunities to become the leaders 

they want to be. Whether through initiating change that leads to positive outcomes, 

influencing others for the better or having the courage to defend their beliefs. 

 

As a school with a single campus housing students from Preschool through High School, we are 

in a unique position to foster leadership in many ways: 

• Student Council 
• Academic and athletic team leadership 
• Classroom buddies in the Elementary School 
• Opportunities where older students mentor younger students in activities (classwork, 

outdoor activities and trips, etc.) 
• Leadership programs in the High School (Athletic Leadership, Outdoor Leadership, and 

Social Change Leadership) 
 

*International Understanding* 

What does International Understanding mean? 
At Riverstone, students cultivate a diverse world-view and appreciation for the world’s peoples 

and cultures through academic endeavors and personal experiences.  Through classrooms, in-

home exchange programs, the outdoors and international travel experiences, students form an 

international understanding that will give them the ability to engage and contribute in our 

global society. 

 

The school fosters international understanding in many ways: 

• The International Baccalaureate Programmes (Primary Years Programme, Middle Years 
Programme, and the Diploma Programme) 

• Presence of international families and students throughout the school 
• Celebrations of diversity  
• International students in the High School who attend school at Riverstone and are 

hosted by local families or live in our “Riverstone House,” our residential dorms in 
downtown Boise. 

• Athletic and academic team participation 
• Optional summer travel for older students 
• Classroom virtual exchanges with students in other countries (when possible) 
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*Outdoor Education* 
What does Outdoor Education mean? 
Riverstone’s Outdoor Education program provides students with learning-based experiences 

that build self-confidence, teamwork, leadership and responsibility, while fostering a greater 

appreciation and understanding for nature and the environment.  

 

Through field and classroom activities that extend throughout their academics and curriculum, 

students learn to overcome challenges and forge lifelong skills that help them succeed at 

Riverstone and prepare them for their pursuits beyond.  

 

Given the nature of outdoor education, it becomes imperative that the school have current 

health information for each student and permission forms that are signed and returned in a 

timely fashion.  

 

**The following activities are subject to change** 

 
Fall Activities and Trips** 
Preschool – Gr 5: Back to School Rafting Trips 
Gr 4: McCall Outdoor Science School – Geology Rocks! and Erosion 
Gr 5: Idaho Bird Observatory Overnighter 
Gr 6: Yellowstone Ecosystem 
Gr 7: Weiser River Trail Trip 
Gr 8: Main Salmon River Trip 
Gr 9 – 12: Back to School Fall Backpacking Trips (Sawtooth Mountains) 
 
Winter Activities and Trips** 
Kindergarten and Gr 1: Learn to Skate Program at IceWorld 
Gr 2 - 3: Nordic Lessons at Bogus Basin Nordic Center 
Gr 4: Snow School at Bogus Basin Nordic Center 
Gr 5: McCall Outdoor Science School – Ecosystems and Adaptations 
Gr 6 – 7: Alpine, Telemark and Snowboarding Lessons at Bogus Basin 
Gr 8: Idaho City Yurt Trip 
Gr 10: Winter Camping Trip (in snow caves built by students at Bogus Basin Nordic 
Center) 

 
Spring Activities and Trips** 
Kindergarten: Montour National Wildlife Preserve 
Gr 1: Givens Hot Springs Insect Extravaganza 
Gr 2: Hagerman Geology and Planetary Exploration 
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Gr 3: Horsethief Reservoir studying Water and the Water Cycle 
Gr 8: Hells Canyon Backpacking Trip (ID) 
Gr 9: Grand Gulch Backpacking Trip (UT) 
Gr 10: Sheep Creek Off-trail Backpacking Trip (ID) 
Gr 11: Although not part of the Outdoor Education program, Gr 11 students travel to 
colleges in the Pacific Northwest as part of the College Counseling Program. 
Gr 12: Senior Spring Trip  
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S t u d e n t  C o n c e r n s  
Guiding Principles 
Riverstone students are expected to participate in all phases of school life. While inside and 
outside of school, students are expected to adhere to our Guiding Principles that are based on 
the IB Learner Profile: 
 

• I will seek understanding 
• I will respect myself and others 
• I will take action to help my community 

 

Student Academic Concerns 
Teachers are the first line of information in regards to academic performance of each student.  
 

• If a student is struggling in class, academically or socially, the teacher will work with the 
student to improve performance. 

• If performance does not improve, the teacher will contact parents and inform them of 
the situation based on observed behaviors and performance. 

• If the situation doesn’t improve, the appropriate Director will become involved and 
organize a meeting between the parents, student and teacher. 

• The Director will be responsible for appropriate and timely follow up with the parents 
and student. 
 

Student Behavioral Concerns 
The actual course of any disciplinary action will depend on the particular incident but will 

always be dealt with in an appropriate, fair and timely manner in accordance with our discipline 

policy. The purpose of this approach is to give the student opportunities to learn from his or 

her mistakes and to correct his or her behavior. There are, however, certain infractions that may 

warrant immediate suspension or expulsion.  
 

Student Discipline Philosophy & Actions 

The purpose of this policy/procedure is to give the student opportunities to correct his or her 

behavior and to learn from his or her mistakes. 

 

In the case of continued lack of personal responsibility by a student, the following steps will be 

taken: 
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Step 1: The teacher or Director will discuss the behavior with the student and provide 

clear expectations in order to remedy the situation.  

Step 2: If the student’s behavior does not improve, the teacher or Director will contact 

the parent via email or phone call. The teacher or Director will discuss the issue with the 

parent and provide clear expectations in order to remedy the situation. 

Step 3: If the student’s behavior does not improve, the Director, student, and parent 
will conference and develop a plan of action that may include developing a contract for 
the student.  
Step 4: If the student breaks the contract or otherwise the behavior doesn’t improve, 

the Division Director will contact the parent, advisor, teacher, Head of School and the 

student for a conference that may result in a suspension. 
 

In cases where teachers or administrators, upon observing an incident that may require 

immediate disciplinary action, will start with an investigation. During the investigation, the 

involved parties must be separated and not permitted to talk to each other. Following the 

investigation, the administrator will contact the parents and arrange for a conference with the 

student and parents.  

 

There are, however, certain infractions that may warrant immediate suspension or expulsion. 

The school reserves the right to disregard the four-step approach and take immediate action 

when necessary. These infractions include but are not limited to: 

 

• The use of illegal substances or weapons; 
• Substantiated use of hate speech; 
• Substantiated initiation of physical violence (unwanted touching, pushing, punching, 

etc.);  
• Substantiated action that results in the "dehumanization" of another person; 
• Substantiated communication of a threat of violence. 
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F u n d r a i s i n g  

Riverstone International School strives to remain as accessible to as many local families as 
possible. In order to maintain the very high standards set by the school, the school relies 
heavily on the generosity of all individual members of its community as well as local, national 
and international foundations. 

Annual Fund  
The Annual Fund campaign is held each fall. Proceeds are unrestricted and bolster our 
operating budget, allowing the school to maintain and enhance the many opportunities 
associated with our Five Pillars. It is important that families give generously to the fund 
and vital that all families give what they can since many other sources of funding depend 
on high participation levels by Board members, faculty and alumni. 
 
Auction 
Parents and other friends of the school are invited to celebrate the school successes and 
engage in friendly, competitive bidding at the Annual Auction. Student-created art 
projects, dinner, delectable desserts, and dancing are highlights of the evening. The 
auction is coordinated by parent volunteers with assistance from the school and typically 
takes place in late February or early March. 
 
Endowment 
Riverstone introduced a campaign to raise an endowment in January 2015. 
 

Students who are seeking to aid teams, clubs, or organizations are encouraged to find ways of 
assisting and connecting to the community that involve time and talent versus collections or 
sales of items. 
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P a r e n t s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Parental involvement in a small school such as Riverstone is vital to our students’ success and 
maintaining our strong sense of community. As a parent of a child enrolled at Riverstone 
International School, you are a member of our Parents’ Association (PA) and are encouraged to 
actively participate in supporting the school community in ways that your schedule, talents, and 
interests allow.  
 
The PA is a volunteer organization that: 

• Supports our staff, parents, and students; 
• Promotes and supports volunteer programs and resources at Riverstone; and 
• Develops a closer connection between school and home by encouraging parent 

involvement. 
 
It is important to note that the Parents’ Association is not a forum or vehicle to address school-
related issues or concerns. As always, we encourage parents to contact the appropriate teacher 
or Director directly if a situation needs clarification or additional attention. 
 
Parents share their time and talents in a myriad of ways, including serving as room parents, 
assisting in the classrooms, tutoring students, chaperoning field trips, helping with campus 
beautification, mentoring students, assisting from their home, coaching athletic teams, and 
more. There are many rewarding opportunities, small and large. If you have a particular talent 
that you would like to share, we can find a way to connect you with a staff member or student 
who could use your assistance!  
 
Riverstone events that parents traditionally play a vital role in organizing or assisting include: 
 

• Boohoo Yahoo Parent Coffee 
• Back to School Ice Cream Social 
• All-School Fall Carnival 
• Elementary School Pumpkin Patch 
• All-School Variety Show Dinner 
• Scholastic Book Fair  
• Class Parties and Activities 
• Meet the Seniors 
• Field Day 
• Merci and Staff Appreciation 
 

The PA meets monthly and all parents are invited. New ideas and feedback are always 
appreciated! Please check the school newsletter or the school calendar for specific dates and 
times of meetings, as well as contact information for the PA officers. 
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E n r o l l m e n t  
Diversity Policy 
Riverstone International School believes diversity fosters a vibrant school environment. We 
actively seek to include, engage and empower all members of our school community while 
respecting race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, physical ability, ideologies, 
nationality and socioeconomic status of individuals. Through discourse and exploration of 
ideas, we celebrate the rich dimensions of diversity within each individual, encourage individual 
identity development, and strive to become compassionate citizens of the world. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
Riverstone International School admits students of all races, color, national and ethnic origin to 
all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, and ethnic 
origin in administration of its educational policies, financial aid programs, and other school-
administered programs. 
 

Enrollment Contracts 
Enrollment contracts are completed online using the SchoolAdmin system. 
 

Class Placement 
The process of assigning students to classes is a complex one that begins with the school 
allocating teaching staff based on projections of student enrollment for the upcoming year. 
School administrators, with the advice and recommendations of the staff, then organize 
students into that number of enrolling classrooms.  
 
The process of making up classes for each school year begins in May, based on the best 
information available at that time. Our goal is to come up with a placement for each child 
which will offer that child the greatest chance of success. Placements are ultimately the 
responsibility of school administration, but the following factors are considered. This list is not 
in priority order: 
 

• The child’s intellectual, social, emotional, and behavioral needs     
• The learning style(s) of the student 
• The child’s interactions with other students 
• The “social dynamics” factors within the class 
• Fair distribution of children with exceptionalities 
• The male/female balance in each class 
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Parent requests cannot always be granted. Directors and administration take many 
considerations into account to ensure productive classes, including learning styles, academic 
strengths, gender balance, learning support requirements, and friendships. Any information 
provided by parents is shared with the team working on class lists. 
 

Tuition Assistance 
Riverstone International School has an active financial aid program and is committed to 
honoring the socio-economic diversity of our community.  
  
Financial aid is re-evaluated annually so current families must apply each year for Financial Aid 
consideration. Current families should begin the financial aid application process by Jan 31. 
 
All financial aid awards offered by Riverstone International School are grants, not loans, and do 
not have to be repaid. All inquiries, financial aid applications, and financial aid awards are 
treated confidentially. 
 
Please note that preschool and prekindergarten students are not eligible for financial aid. 
 

Malone Scholars 
In May 2012, Riverstone International School was selected by the Malone Family Foundation to 
fund educational opportunities for students who show enthusiasm and motivation for academic 
excellence and whose family demonstrates financial need. 
 
Malone Scholars will be eligible to receive renewable scholarships from the grade of entry 
through graduation. The amount of the award will vary according to the family’s financial need 
as determined by the financial aid award process (please note: must have at least 30% need). 
 
Students applying to Riverstone International School for admission to Gr 7-11 who meet the 
following criteria are eligible to apply for Malone Scholarships: 

• Be a citizen of the United States; 
• Show enthusiasm and motivation for academic excellence, evidenced by grade 

reports and test scores; and 
• Demonstrate financial need to qualify for funding of at least 30 percent of tuition 

through Riverstone International School’s need-based financial aid process. 
 

Open Houses 
Open houses are offered to the public and to the school community each year in an effort to 
educate members of the Treasure Valley about the school and its programs. Current parents 
are encouraged to attend the Open House for the divisions that their children will be moving 
into and are also encouraged to invite friends on the school’s behalf. 
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Please see the school website for a complete listing of dates. 
 

Required Forms for Enrollment 
In order to attend school, each child is required to have the following information completed 
online in SchoolAdmin: 

• Contact information   
• Consent to treat  
• Field trip permission  
• Emergency contacts  
• Health statement 
• Before- and after-care enrollment 
• Milk order (Elementary School) 

 
Additionally, the state of Idaho requires: 

• A current copy of the child's immunizations or signed waiver (information may be 
obtained from your physician; a new copy of the immunization record is required to 
be submitted every year)  

• A physician signed health statement for students entering Kindergarten and Gr 7 
(form obtained from your physician)  

 
How You Submit the Information 

• Complete the forms as prompted in SchoolAdmin.  
• PDFs of current immunization records for all students and signed physician statements 

for students entering Kindergarten or Gr 7 need to be uploaded and submitted on 
SchoolAdmin. Ask your physician to email you a PDF of the signed form, which you can 
immediately upload to SchoolAdmin. 

 
In keeping with Idaho state requirements, students with missing information will not be 
able to start school.  
 
 


